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AGENDA FOR   

ABBOTSFORD PUBLIC WORKS & WATER/SEWER MEETING 
TO BE HELD WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2014 AT 6:00 PM 

AT THE ABBOTSFORD COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
1. Call meeting to order 

a. Roll Call   
2. Comments from the Public 
3. Comments from the Chairs 

 
Water & Sewer Items: 

4. Update Wastewater  
5. Update 3rd Avenue Lift Station 
6. Discuss/recommend Emergency Thawing Policy 
7. Reimbursement Resolution 2014-8 Raw Water Tower  

 
Public Works Items: 

8. Discuss/recommend schedule of fees 
9. Discuss/recommend driveway repair 
10. Discuss/recommend park bench donated to Shortner Park  
11. Update on booking Park rental  
 
12.  Adjourn 

 

*City Council members may attend the above committee meeting for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum 
of Council members should appear at this Committee meeting, a regular Council meeting may take place for the 
purpose of gathering information on an item listed on this Committee agenda.  If such a meeting should occur, the 
date, time, and location of the Council meeting will be that of this Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 
 
Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting or hearing should be made 
to Clerk’s Office at (715) 223-3444 with as much advance notice as possible. 
 



CITY OF ABBOTSFORD  
WATER LATERAL THAW POLICY 
 
 
In accordance with Public Service Commission of Wisconsin Administrative Code (PSC 185.88) the City of 
Abbotsford will thaw customer’s laterals on the first occurrence if the City has not given notice to the 
customer to take preventative action.   
 
If the City of Abbotsford has given notice to take preventative action (run a continuous pencil size 
stream of water) and the customer disregards the City’s notice to run their water continuously, the thaw 
expense will be paid for by the customer.   
 
FEE SCHEUDLE: 
$35 normal business day charge per man (1 hour minimum) 
$55 after hour charge per man (1 hour minimum) 
$150 per incident for thawing equipment 
 
Expense will be at the City’s discretion.   
 
 



Q. When should the utility charge the customer the cost of thawing a frozen lateral?  
________________________________________ 
Wisconsin Administrative Code § PSC185.88 sets forth the requirements for thawing customer 
laterals. It is the utility's obligation to thaw a frozen lateral at its expense if it is the first 
occurrence of a frozen lateral at the address for the current customer, the lateral is electrically 
conductive, and the utility has not given notice to the customer to take preventative action. 
The Administrative Code assumes the lateral is thawed using a portable generator or welder, but 
the requirements do not change if the utility uses another method. If the utility employs a hot 
water device for thawing, it may also choose to thaw non-electrically conductive service laterals 
at its own expense as well. This would provide a higher level of service than the Code requires, 
but it is within the utility’s discretion. 
Preventative Action 
Where there is a known susceptibility to freezing and the customer disregards the utility’s notice 
of the need for preventative action, the customer is responsible for the expense of thawing the 
lateral. If a property has a known problem and the ownership changes, the utility needs to 
provide timely notice to the new owner of any preventative action required. If the deficiency of 
the lateral is prohibitively expensive to repair, the utility may advise the customer to let a small 
stream of water run during cold weather. If the deficiency exists in the utility’s portion of the 
lateral or in the main, the utility must estimate and deduct the volume of water used to prevent 
freezing in the calculation of the bill as required in Wisconsin Administrative Code § PSC 
185.35(7). Alternatively, if the deficiency is in the customer’s portion of the lateral, the utility 
should not adjust the bill for the extra water usage. 
Other Considerations 
Other consideration may come into play in determining responsibility. If the utility disconnects 
service during conditions where freezing could reasonably be expected to occur, the utility is 
responsible for the cost of thawing the lateral. If the customer changes the landscaping so it does 
not provide sufficient depth of burial for the lateral, thawing the main is the customer’s 
responsibility. If the municipality lowers the grade of the street without regard for cover over the 
underlying water main, thawing the lateral is the utility’s responsibility obligation each and every 
time. 
In summary, the first thawing of a customer’s lateral is typically at the utility’s expense if the 
lateral is electrically conductive. If the utility performs electrical thawing of laterals, be sure to 
exercise caution in tracking the electric current as it has very surprising ways of finding alternate 
routes! 
If you have any questions regarding billing adjustments, please contact Drew Cardon, PSC 
Consumer Analyst, at (608) 267-9814 or by email at Andrew.Cardon@Wisconsin.gov. If you 
have any questions regarding frozen laterals, please address them to Peter Feneht, PSC Staff 
Engineer, at (608) 266-5614 or by email at Peter.Feneht@Wisconsin.gov.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014-8 
 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES 
RELATING TO COMPLIANCE WITH REIMBURSEMENT BOND 

REGULATIONS UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council (the "Council") of the City of Abbotsford, Wisconsin 

(the "City"), as follows: 
 
1.  Recitals 
 

a) The Internal Revenue Service has issued Treasury Regulations, Section 1.150-2 
(as the same may be amended or supplemented, the "Regulations"), dealing with 
"reimbursement bond" proceeds, being proceeds of the City's bonds used to reimburse 
the City for any project expenditure paid by the City prior to the time of the issuance of 
those bonds.   

 
b) The Regulations generally require that the City make a declaration of intent to 
reimburse itself for such prior expenditures out of the proceeds of subsequently issued 
bonds, that such declaration be made not later than 60 days after the expenditure is 
actually paid, and that the bonding occur and the written reimbursement allocation be 
made from the proceeds of such bonds within 18 months after the later of (1) the date of 
payment of the expenditure or (2) the date the project is placed in service (but in no 
event more than 3 years after actual payment). 

 
c) The City heretofore implemented procedures for compliance with the 
predecessor versions of the Regulations and desires to amend and supplement those 
procedures to ensure compliance with the Regulations. 

 
d) The City's bond counsel has advised the City that the Regulations do not apply, 
and hence the provisions of this Resolution are intended to have no application to 
payments of City project costs first made by the City out of the proceeds of bonds issued 
prior to the date of such payments. 

 
2. Official Intent Declaration.  The Regulations, in the situations in which they apply, require 

the City to have declared an official intent (the "Declaration") to reimburse itself for 
previously paid project expenditures out of the proceeds of subsequently issued bonds.  
The Council hereby authorizes the City Clerk/Treasurer to make the City’s Declarations 
or to delegate from time to time that responsibility to other appropriate City employees.  
Each Declaration shall comply with the requirements of the Regulations, including 
without limitation the following: 

 
(a) Each Declaration shall be made not later than 60 days after payment of the 
applicable project cost and shall state that the City reasonably expects to reimburse 
itself for the expenditure out of the proceeds of a bond issue or similar borrowing.  Each 
Declaration may be made substantially in the form of the Exhibit A which is attached to 
and made a part of this Resolution, or in any other format which may at the time comply 
with the Regulations. 



(b) Each Declaration shall (1) contain a reasonably accurate description of the 
"project," as defined in the Regulations (which may include the property or program to be 
financed, as applicable), to which the expenditure relates and (2) state the maximum 
principal amount of bonding expected to be issued for that project. 

 
(c) Care shall be taken so that the City, or its authorized representatives under this 
Resolution, not make Declarations in cases where the City does not reasonably expect 
to issue reimbursement bonds to finance the subject project costs, and the City officials 
are hereby authorized to consult with bond counsel to the City concerning the 
requirements of the Regulations and their application in particular circumstances.  

 
(d) The Council shall be advised from time to time on the desirability and timing of 
the issuance of reimbursement bonds relating to project expenditures for which the City 
has made Declarations. 

 
3. Reimbursement Allocations.  The designated City officials shall also be responsible for 

making the "reimbursement allocations" described in the Regulations, being generally 
written allocations that evidence the City's use of the applicable bond proceeds to 
reimburse the original expenditures. 

 
4. Effect.  This Resolution shall amend and supplement all prior resolutions and/or 

procedures adopted by the City for compliance with the Regulations (or their 
predecessor versions), and, henceforth, in the event of any inconsistency, the provisions 
of this Resolution shall apply and govern. 

 
 
  Adopted this 1st day of July, 2014, by the Common Council. 
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DECLARATION OF OFFICIAL INTENT 
 
 
 The undersigned, being the duly appointed and acting City Clerk  of the City of 
Abbotsford, Wisconsin (the "City"), pursuant to and for purposes of compliance with Treasury 
Regulations, Section 1.150-2 (the "Regulations"), under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended, hereby states and certifies on behalf of the City as follows: 
 
 The undersigned has been and is on the date hereof duly authorized by the Common 
Council to make and execute this Declaration of Official Intent (the "Declaration") for and on 
behalf of the City. 
 

This Declaration relates to the following project, property or program (the "Project") and 
the costs thereof to be financed:  Raw Water Storage Tower 
 
 The City reasonably expects to reimburse itself for the payment of certain costs of the 
Project out of the proceeds of a bond issue or similar borrowing (the "Bonds") to be issued by 
the City after the date of payment of such costs.  As of the date hereof, the City reasonably 
expects that $600,000 is the maximum principal amount of the Bonds which will be issued to 
finance the Project. 
 

Each expenditure to be reimbursed from the Bonds is or will be a capital expenditure or 
a cost of issuance, or any of the other types of expenditures described in Section 1.150-2(d)(3) 
of the Regulations. 
 

As of the date hereof, the statements and expectations contained in this Declaration are 
believed to be reasonable and accurate. 

 
 

 
Date:  July 1, 2014 

  
 
      City [Clerk] 
 
  
      City of Abbotsford , Wisconsin 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
 The undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting City [Clerk] of the City of 
Abbotsford, Wisconsin, hereby certifies the following: 
 
 The foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution on file and of official, publicly 
available record in the offices of the City, which Resolution relates to procedures of the City for 
compliance with certain IRS Regulations on reimbursement bonds.  Said Resolution was duly 
adopted by the governing body of the City (the "Council") at a regular or special meeting of the 
Council held on ________________, 200___.  Said meeting was duly called, regularly held, 
open to the public, and held at the place at which meetings of the Council are regularly held.  
Council Member _________________ moved the adoption of the Resolution, which motion was 
seconded by Council Member ____________________.  A vote being taken on the motion, the 
following members of the Council voted in favor of the motion to adopt the Resolution:   
 
 
and the following voted against the same:  
 
 
Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  The Resolution is in full 
force and effect and no action has been taken by the Council which would in any way alter or 
amend the Resolution. 
 
 WITNESS MY HAND officially as the City [Clerk] of the City of [City], Wisconsin, this 
____ day of ____________, 200_. 
 
 
        
       City [Clerk] 
 
  
       City of ____________________, Wisconsin 
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